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The contents of this guide are intended to promote information about a significant period of the history of our 
city, the forerunner of contemporary Belgrade. While having no scientific pretensions, it is based on numerous 

historical and archaeological sources. 
We hope it will help you piece together the mosaic of Belgrade's past. We are frequently unaware of passing by 
true jewels of culture and history without even knowing they are there, though they bear witness to the continuous 

history of settlements on the territory of Belgrade reaching back to Roman times. 
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Along with military troops, caravans carrying goods also passed through Singidunum. Therefore, this border town 
of the Roman Empire became a significant centre of trade. All types of Roman coin from mints all across 
the Empire were in use. 










CONTEMPORARY BELGRADE 
UPON THE REMAINS OF ANTIQUE 

SINGIDUNUM 

ontemporary Belgrade rests upon the remains of the once powerful 
antique city of Singidunum. The Romans started building it in the 1 st 
century AD. Few antique monuments remain. Those not destroyed 
lie beneath the city of today. 

There are virtually no locations in the old part of Belgrade these days without 
some trace of the Roman period. Beneath the boardwalks of today, on the 
course from the Republic Square to the Belgrade Fortress and the Kalemegdan 
Park, there lie Roman lamps, ceramic bowls, remains of waterworks, trenches, 
kilns, roman graves, outlines of fortifications, hearths, etc. 

Fixed and movable archaeological finds are frequently found when building 
modem buildings. In order to preserve them from destruction and present 
them to the public, certain parts of the centre of Belgrade were placed under 
protection as the Antique Singidunum archaeological find. 

The numerous archaeological locales make Belgrade one of the richest 
European capitals regarding antique finds. Archaeological remains bearing 
witness to the creation, rise and fall of the Roman Singidunum are kept at the 
National Museum and the Museum of the City of Belgrade. 

With a mere dash of imagination, you will be able to see the lives of forgotten 
antique citizens across Belgrade. Take a walk around Antique Singidunum, you 
will find it enjoyable. 



MISTS OF ANCIENT HISTORY 

OVER BELGRADE 



The area near the confluence of the great rivers of Sava and Danube was 
inhabited as early as the Palaeolithic period. Remains of human bones 
and Neanderthal skulls dating back to the late Stone Age have been 
found at the rock quarry in Lestane, in a cave on Cukaricaand near the 
Bajloni market. 

Remains of prehistoric human communities on the territory of contemporary 
Belgrade can be traced back to the Neolithic (New Stone Age). Remains of a 
settlement from this period, belonging to the famous Vinca Culture, were discovered 
in Vinca, Banjica, as well as the plateau of the Upper Town and the space of today's 
Zindan Gate on the Belgrade Fortress. 

Thracian-Cimmerian and Scythian tribes moved acrossthis region around 600 
years BC. The creation of Singidunum is tied to the presence of the Celtic tribe 
Scordisci. As afortified settlement it isfirst mentioned in 279 BC. The name 
possibly originates with the name of the Thracian tribe of Sings, found here at the 
time of the arrival of the Celts, while the second part of the word "dunum" denotes a 
fortification or town. The tribal community of Scordisci was formed from natives and 
Celtic newcomers. They lived in fortified settlements along the banks of Danube. 
There are almost no traces of this Celtic town, exceptforfinds of warrior necropolises 
for the Scordisci tribe in locales on Karaburmaand Rospi Cuprija. Known Celtic 
cultural influences were woven into the spiritual culture of the population of 
Singidunum, partly taken up and mixed into the Roman classical culture of the city. 
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Route for a walk around 
Antique Singidunum 

1. Republic Square 

2. Plateau at the Faculty of Philosophy 

3. Students' Park 

4. Rajiceva Street 

5. Ci near Jan kova Street 

6. Tadeusa Koscuska Street 

7. Belgrade Fortress 

8. Roman Hall 

9. Knez Mihailova Street 
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THE ROMAN SINGIDUNUM. 

The first period of the creation of the Roman Singidunum is linked 
to the arrival of the Roman army and the conquest of the territory 
of today's Belgrade. The Romans fortified their position in this 
strategically important section of the banks of Danube and the 
Celtic Singidunum was incorporated into the framework of the Roman state 
and classical civilization. 

It is not currently known which Roman military unit was the first to take 
command of the area. Archaeological excavations in Knez Mihailova Street 
30 indicate the existence of a modest military encampment erected in this 
area near the end of the 1 st century. The remains of streets at the same 
locale indicate that it was the main line of communication within the military 
camp. 

Like most of the cities of the Roman Empire, Singidunum grew out of a 
legionary encampment and veteran's settlement. During the first half of 
the 2nd century it became the municipium - administrative centre of the 
province of Moesia, and proclaimed to be a colony, most likely during the 
middle of the 3rd century. 




Singidunum at the end of the 1st and in the 2nd century 
(Taken from Singidunum magazine, issue 1 ) 

1 . Presumed position of the temporary Military Encampment 

2. Settlement stratum remains 
3. Possible area of early Necropolis with well-shaped Tombs 



LEGIO IIII FLAVIA FELIX 

LUCKY FLAVIAN LEGION 

Following the victory of the Roman forces over the Dacians 
and the forming of the Roman province of Dacia, the legion 
Flavia Felix found permanent residence in Singidunum. The 
stone fort was erected at that time, and its remains lie directly beneath 
today's Belgrade Fortress and the Kalemegdan Park, The large legionary 
encampment had a surface area of 20 hectares. It spanned the distance 
from the Library of the City of Belgrade, wherein the Roman Hail still 
contains visible remains of the Southern Gate, stretching all the way tothe 
north-western walls of the Upper Town. 

Generations of Roman legionaries passed through this gate on the Roman 
military encampment for more than two centuries, holding high the banner 
with an emblazoned lion - the symbol of the legion IIII Flavia Felix. 








Roman legion (from the Latin verb legere, "keep 

jether") was the basic unit of Roman ground army. 
A legionary was a soldier - a member of a legion. 
A legion was usually tied to the territory of one Roman 
province where it was entrusted with its security and 
military defense, although examples of legion mobility 
ist p«' i rly during the Roman wars. 




Markings of the legion 
IIII Flavia Felix 



The Greco-Roman astronomer, 
geographer and mathematician 
Claudius Ptolemy from Alexandria 
wrote of Singidunum in the 2nd 
century. He made note of it as the 
city on Danube where the legion 
Flavia Felix was quartered. The last 
data on the presence of this legion 
in Singidunum was recorded near 
the end of the 4th century. 
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Artist's Impression of the Appearance of Singidunum from the Period of its Zenith during the 3rd and 4th Century 

(author: Irena Palecek Radmanovic) 
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ROMAN MILITARY ENCAMPMENT 







Part of the wall wherein remains of the Roman castrum were found 



A true Roman castrum with stone walls and towers was 
erected during the late 2nd and early 3rd century, to the 
northwest of the temporary camp. The camp of the legion 
was the core and the town settlement developed around it during 
the centuries to follow. The town grew in the region around the 
contemporary Knez Mihailova Street, its central street of Via Cardo 
corresponding to the route of today's Belgrade pedestrian zone. 

The castrum itself had a trapezoidal base, with two walls descending 
towards Savafrom the west, and towards Danube from the northern 
corners of the castrum, At that time the river bank reached up 
approximately to the central pathway of the Lower Town, passing 
through the Gate of Charles VI. The bank was relatively narrow, so 
the antique buildings were crowded against the base of the hill. 
Excavations within the area of today's Lower Town confirmed the 
existence of several sacral facilities. It is possible that these were 
temples of the gods Mithras, Nemesis and Sylvan. Remains of 



buildings housing weapon workshops were found in the immediate 
vicinity of the sacral complex (several hundred swords were discovered 
in one place). 

Few remains of the castrum itself have been found to this date. 
Portions of the Roman wall can be seen at the core of the north- 
eastern medieval fortifications of Upper Town. 






n addition, the remains of the north tower of the Roman castrum 
were found at the base of Dizdar Tower, currently housing the 
Astronomical Observatory, along with the remains of another tower 
nearby. Archaeological excavations confirmed the existence of at least 
two gates: the North-eastern Gate, with two recessed square towers 
at today's Dizdar Gate and the Southeast Gate, with two recessed and 
two extruded square towers, their remains exhibited in the Roman Hall 
of the Library of the City of Belgrade, at the very end of Knez Mihailova 
Street. 
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The interior of the legionary camp, with its rows of legionary barracks 
and a street lying between them, provided for access to the walls and 
towers. Based on research conducted in other legionary camps within 
the territory of the Roman Empire we know that the bath-houses, 
hospital and storehouses took up the rest of the space within the 
encampment. The headquarters (principia) were located at the centre of 
the camp. This is where military decisions were made, wartime activities 
were analyzed and administrative work was performed. A separate 
building was designated for storing food for the soldiers. One such 
building was discovered in the Upper Town, beneath the Sahat Tower. 

The latest excavations in Tadeusa Koscuska Street found the main 
lines of the key Roman communications, the positions of the northeast 
wall, as well as the main elements of the camp infrastructure. It was 
previously known that a street lay immediately along the walls, allowing 
for access to the walkways on the walls, as well as the tower entrances. 



Waterworks and waste canals were placed in parallel with the 
street. A sword from the early 3rd century was found in one of them, 
representing a unique find in this part of the Empire. 

In addition to the large building in the northeast section of the camp 
that possibly served as a military hospital, another building was found 
near one of the main streets of the camp. This building had large 
doors, with a preserved four meter long doorstep. H: was entered 
through a porch decorated with small red bricks aligned in afishbone 
pattern, with a floor made of special water-proof mortar. 

Three defensive moats outside the encampment prevented enemy 
intrusions and made scaling the walls difficult. Numerous stone balls 
bear witness of the hurling devices used in defense. Swords, the 
remains of shields, armor, javelins and arrows illustrate the equipment 
used by Roman legionaries in everyday combat. 
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LIFE IN THE CIVILIAN SETTLEMENT 



Romans settled veterans from their legions alongside 
military encampments, in order to further strengthen their 
borders. The military settlement is presumed to have been 
located within the area of Lower Town. The veterans' settlement 
expanded in time, growing by the initial addition of merchants, and 
subsequently others. The military settlement thus grew into a civilian 
one. 



building of the National Bank (as witnessed by altars and memorials 
for gods that usually decorated Roman squares) and public baths in 
the Students' Park and Kralja Petra Street. Three semicircular walls 
made of modern materials on the piazzetta in front of the Faculty of 
Philosophy represent a replica of portions of these termae (public 
baths), their remains still lying there at a depth of around 4 meters. 



Two streets led through the south-eastern gate (Porta Decumana) 
out into the civilian settlement (along today's Vasina and Knez 
Mihailova Streets), municipium Singidunum, inhabited by the colorful 
population of the Roman Empire, as well as members of various 
native ethnic groups - Celts, Thracians and lllyrians. 

The buildings of the civilian settlement covered the area from Pariska 
Street to the Republic Square, from Kosancicev, Obilicev and Toplicin 
Venae towards Sava, and Simina and Gospodar Jovanova Streets 
towards Danube. This small settlement had all the elements that 
Roman cities boasted: a forum, located in Kralja Petra Street near the 





Forum - centre of political, legal, 
economic, cultural and religious life. 
Every antique city had a square wherein 
the crtizens gathered to exchange news, 
hear the latest news in politics, to trade, 
take care of private business and religious 
observances towards the gods. 
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Artist's impression of the appearance of the Roman termae 
(author: Irena Palecek Radmanovic) 
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The two main streets stretched from the central square, where the 
roman forum with the civic council and administrative buildings 
was located, along today's Vasina and Knez Mihailova Streets. 
The residential buildings of the antique city, likely more modest in 
appearance, lay there along with numerous markets. Kosancicev 
Venae was decorated by one of the most beautiful villas of 
Singidunum. Decorated by frescoes and mosaics it represents a 
typical example of the homes of reputable and wealthy citizens 
of Singidunum. The skilful Roman builders knew how to heat 
homes using a floor heating system. A large boiler was located in 
a special room, wherefrom heated air spread and flowed through 
the two layers of the floor. 

It is presumed thattermae were placed in the immediate vicinity of 
this locale, between the contemporary Church of Assembly and the 
building of the French Embassy. Judging from an inscription on a 



plate discovered there, they were built by a veteran in memory of his 
deceased wife. 

A communal infrastructure was necessary for normal life in Singidunum. 
The remains of Roman waterworks speak of this, their route stretching 
from today's Mali Mokri Lug, across parts of Zvezdara and Vracar, through 
Pionirski Park, all the way to the Belgrade Fortress. The remains of a 

water pipe in the Roman Hall of the Library of the City of Belgrade bear 
witness to this, along with the remains of numerous canals wherein the 
water pi pes were laid. 

Nearby, on the corner of the Knez Mihailova and Kralja Petra Streets, 
archaeologists found a space covered by cobbles from the 2nd 
century. This was a public space located right outside the gates of the 
fortification. 












Image Appearance of a luxury villa from the time of Roman Singidunum - Artist's impression 

(author: Irena Palecek Radmanovic) 
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Roman Hall - During the adaptation of the 
building of the Library of the City of Belgrade the 
remans of the stone fort of the legion llll Flavia 
Felix were found. Part of the foundations of the 
wall and the tower on the southern gate of the 
castrum were incorporated into the interior of 
the newly built Roman Hall, This space, currently 
used for public gatherings, houses the remains 
of Roman waterworks, along with a collection of 
stone plastics from the period 2nd-4th century. 
I he sculptures, arrows and altars are from the 
territory of Singidunum and enable the visitors to 
feel the spirit of the long-lost classical world 
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Roman Halt, Library of the City of Belgrade 



A well developed sewer system is also indicated by remains of sewer 
canals discovered near the former Roman military encampment (today 
the streets: Cincar Jankova, Rajiceva, and beneath the tram rails at the 
entrance to Kalemegdan). The appearance of the public canal will be 
preserved and presented on the outer fagade of the future building in 
Cincar Jankova Street (currently under construction). 



Dedinje. A smaller settlement complex with a necropolis existed in the 
valley of the Mokroluski stream, between Vozdovac and Dusanovac, 
while Mali Mokri Lug, Ritopekand Grocka were important military 
forts. Significant traces of material culture (graves, monuments, 
sculptures, ceramics and money) have been found in many villages 
around Belgrade. 



Isolated traces of life around the Roman Singidunum were found on 
Topcider Hill, near the confluence of Topcider River and Sava, and on 
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CRAFTS AND TRADE 



The development, growth and survival of Singidunum, initially 
a military encampment, conditions for the development of 
crafts were created. Traces of craftsmanship, established 
along the edges of the settlement, were discovered at the Patriarchy 
building and the House of Princess Ljubica. 

The crafts of stonecutting, pottery and construction were well 
developed. With the construction of roads connecting provinces the 



products from the workshops of northern Italy, Gaul and Germania 
started arriving in Singidunum, along with products from eastern 
centres. The imported articles could not satisfy the demands of an 
increasingly numerous population, so local craft shops were opened, 
creating items that could only be connected to the local environment 
and local masters. 




Lamps, 1st-4th century, 
Museum of the City of Belgrade 
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The workshop kilns for baking ceramics found around the National 
Theatre and in Gospodar Jovanova Street bear witness to the location 
of an earthenware workshop, along with tanneries and workshops for 
fashioning decorative items from bone, while food preparation ovens 
were found in Rajiceva Street. 

An intense local provincial production of art and crafts existed in 
Singidunum, satisfying the needs of the city. A female figure was found 
at the corner of Prote Mateje and the Kralja Aleksandra Boulevard with 
its torso preserved, originating from the 2nd century. A male statue 
found in the Begaljica village was made in the 3rd century, at a local 
stonecutter's workshop. The roll of parchment in the left hand indicates 
the status of the man, most likely a distinguished citizen of Singidunum. 





Roman statues, 2nd and 3rd century, Museum of the City of Belgrade 
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BURIAL RITUALS 



Compared to the relatively small surface of the urban core, 
Singidunum had vast necropolises surrounding it from 
all sides. It was Roman custom to bury their dead along 
roads. Graves of our antique predecessors were found all across the 
centre of modern Belgrade. 

The main south-eastern necropolis lay along the road towards 
Viminacium, its route coinciding with modern-day Kosovska Street 
that met Kralja Aleksandra Boulevard through the Tasmajdan Park. 
On the opposing side, the necropolis encompassed the plateau 



around the National Assembly and today's Pionirski Park. 
The north-eastern necropolis of Singidunum encompassed the slope 
towards Danube, descending all the way to the former river banks. 
The third necropolis, smallest in surface area, was located along the 
western edge of the civilian settlement and encompassed the area of 
Pop Lukina and Brankova Street and Zeleni Venae. 

The oldest Roman graves originating around the end of the 
1 st and early 2nd century, with the cremated remains of the 
deceased, were found in Cincar Jankova Street. 
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Figure of lion in repose, Tasmajdan necropolis, 3rd century, 

Roman Hall 





Graveyards, as final resting places, bear witness to the history, culture 
and customs, and provide precious data on the lives of people. Many 
headstones and remains of grave structures preserve inscriptions 
mentioning the names of occupants of Singldunum, their trades, age 
and social position. Based on these inscriptions we know that some 
of the citizens lived to the age of 90. In addition to steles, small stone 
sculptures of lions used as headstones were also found. 




The following is the translation of an epitaph from a headstone from the 3rd 
century, (found on Obi licev Venae), dedicated by a father to his prematurely 
deceased son: "^^^^^^^W 

"Gods of the Underworld! 
Traveler of roads, whoever you may be, heed these words: 
When at the age of fifteen 
The hairs of the first beard sprang 
Across the cheeks of the youth's face 
The boat claimed him* 
And stole the only comfort from an unfortunate father 
He lies here now. 
Taken from the embrace of his father, 
As a plough plucks the flower from the earth. 
However, the flower will grow again in 
pleasant meadows. I l 

But I cannot bring your dead body to 
life no more." 

taking the dead to the 
underworld. 
(Translation by Prof. 
Miroslava Mirkovic, 
^ PhD) 
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Headstone, 3rd century, Roman Hall 










While building the underground garage beneath the Old Palace, in 
the centre of Belgrade, 1 5 Roman graves were found. The deceased 
were laid into graves made of bricks and grave contributions were 
often placed alongside them (balsamariums and lachrimariums), glass 
i vessels of various shapes used to hold perfumes and the tears collected 
after the dead were mourned. 

The remains of graves with cremated bodies were found during 
p excavations in Cincar Jankova Street, bearing witness to the funeral 
rituals of the citizens of Singidunum. The deceased were burned 
outside of this area, on a common bonfire (ustrina). Archaeologists 
believe it was located around the modern-day Faculty of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics. The mortal remains were thence taken and 
laid in a previously prepared grave. The grave was made by digging an 
elliptical hole in the ground wherein twigs and branches were laid, and 
then burned to fortify the sides of the grave. 

E)proximately 20 sarcophagi can be found within the area of the 
slgrade Fortress, discovered by excavations on the territory of the city. 



The more luxurious burial ceremonies involved placing various objects 
in the sarcophagi in addition to the corpse, such as vessels, ceramic 
lamps, coins, food and, occasionally, valuable jewelry. Many pieces of 
vessels, lamps, parts of clothing, buckles and gold objects (such as the 
gold ring found in the sarcophagus from Makedonska Street) are now 
kept at the National Museum in Belgrade and the Museum of the City 
of Belgrade. 
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Lapidarium - (from the Latin world lapis 
- stone) represents a collection of stone 
monuments. 




Antique lapidarium on the Belgrade Fortress, exhibit of the National Museum 
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Stone monuments from various locales on the territory of Singidunum 
are exhibited in several places within the Belgrade Fortress, within 
facilities from the Turkish times, as well as those from the time of 
Austrian governance. The Great Gunpowder Store - Barutana in the 
Lower Town (built between 1718 and 1720 as a safe storage space 
for gunpowder) contains the National Museum exhibit with Roman 
statues, steles, sarcophagi and altars. 

Jonah's Sarcophagus can be found there, with the two old-testament 
motives of the legend of Jonah's ordeal inscribed. This is believed to be 
one of the earliest Christian sarcophagi from the territory of Belgrade, 
found at the end of the 1 9th century on the corner of Kapetan Misina 
and Gospodar Jovanova Streets, on the location of the home of the 
bookstore owner Marko Markovic. There are two versions of the time 
whence Jonah's Sarcophagus originates. One claims it originates from 
the 6th century from the Byzantine Singidunum, while the other places 
it to be from the 4th century. 
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PAGAN TO CHRISTIAN CUSTOMS 



The sculptures, votive inscriptions and other traces that were 
found indicate a mix of cute that existed in the city up to 
the end of the fourth century. It may be concluded that the 
citizens of Singidunum prayed to Jupiter, Hecate, Mithras, 
Bacchus, Heracles, Fortuna, Sylvanus... indicating an intermingling of 
various local and Greco-Roman religious themes. 

The remains of the sacral legacy of the Roman Singidunum were 
found in the western suburb of the Belgrade Fortress, where the first 
citizens are presumed to have settled. A mithraeum with a dromos and 
the remains of a smaller temple were found there. Traces of Hecate's 
temple were also found in Singidunum, and it may be presumed that the 
city had, in addition to a temple of Mithras, a temple for Jupiter as well. 

The basis of Roman religion was the offering of sacrifices to domestic 
gods, protectors of the family. Every house had a domestic altar with 
a niche for placing offerings (flowers, fruits, wine, and, on special 
occasions, domestic animals as well). 

It is interesting that the birthplace of the emperor Jovian, the restorer 
of Christianity in the Roman Empire, left no direct material traces of 
this religion. Early data is unclear, but it would seem that persecuted 
Christians were present in Singidunum as early as the 2nd century. 
During the 4th century Christianity became the ruling religion of the 
Roman Empire, therefore the citizens of Singidunum accepted rt as well. 
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St. Ermi! and Stratonik were killed in the reign of , 
Emperor Lictnius around the year 314 or 31 5. < 

According to the hagiographies of Ermil and 
Stratonik, Ermil was a deacon in Singidunum and was 
brouqhttothe court because of his religion. He was 
examined by Emperor himself, but Ermil remained 
fiducialty and firm in the Christian faith, During his 
judicial examination rt happened that prison guard, 
a soldier Stratonik, publicly stated that he was a 
Christian. 

Subsequently both suffered great torture and 
were sentenced to the same death. They were tied 
together, placed in fishing net and thrown alive into 
the Danube River. After three days the water expel 
their bodies to the right bank of the Danube, at 18 
stadia downstream from Singidunum (stadium-old 
measureof length: 125 steps or 600 Greek or 
625 Roman feet, 40 stadia is 1 geographical mile) 
Christians have found their bodies, buried them 
ceremonially, and later built atemple dedicated to 
them on their tomb. 
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SINGIDUNUM AS AN IMPORTANT 

CROSSROADS 



The position of Singidunum as a border city 
in the Roman Empire, lying along the mighty route of the 
Danube River, was of strategic importance. Prior to Roman 
presence in Upper Moesia there were no developed road networks or 
cities. The first thing the Romans did was to build roads in orderto supply 
their legions. The roads were usually built by the legions themselves. 

Milestones were placed along the roads (stones 
with the mileage and name of the emperor that 
buitt the road). 

The oldest Roman road stretched from Rome, 
through northern Italy along the Sava valley 
(through Pannonia)to Belgrade, branching in 
two directions at Viminacium: through Nis and 
Skopje towards Thessaloniki and across the 
Danube to the Black Sea 





Tabula Peutingeriana 

Peutinger's map, a road map on a roll ot 
parchment, also bears wttness of the Roman 
road that led through contemporary Belgrade. 
It was made during the 4th century by an 
unknown Roman cartographer. 
It was more of a painted itinerary than a 
qeoqraphic map, containing data on settlements 
and road stations, with marked distances in 
Roman miles ( 1 ,482 meters), while geographic 
data was of lesser importance. 
The map was created thus in orderto be easy 
to carry, therefore rts practical use caused the 
terrtories it displayed to be too elongated 
It was most likely used as a road handbook to 
plan military conquests and for communicator! 
within the territory of the Roman Empire in the 
4th century. 
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Milestone replica, Museum of PTT 
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Part of Peutinger's map marking Singidunum and Taurunum 
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lacrinus, 217-218, Museum of the City of Belgrade 






Singidunum was an important intersection 
of roads for the Roman provinces of Moesia, 
Dacia, Pannonia and Dalmatia, on a road 
stretching from the west to east, across 
Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica), Singidunum 
and Viminacium (Kostolac), all the way to 
Byzantium. There were inns (mansio) at bigger 
settlements along this road. There were 31 inns 
and 43 horse and carriage replacement stages 
(mutation) along the 630 Roman miles of road 
from Singidunum to Byzantium. 

The road connecting the mining settlements on 
Avala, Kosmaj and Rudnik was also significant 
Archaeological finds and the remains of old 
miner colonies in these mining areas bear 
witness that a significant mining production was 
flourishing at the time. The Romans, arriving at 
the beginning of a new era, dug cinnabarite at 
Suplja Stena and Avala, smelting and exporting 
quicksilver and other metals. 

The bust of the emperor Macrinus represents 
an anthological work of Roman portrait art. 
It was found nearby a former road (village of 
Bolec), linking Singidunum and Viminacium. 
The bust is presumed to have been ordered for 
the villa of the civic or mining magistrate. 






SINGIDUNUM AND TAURUNUM AT THE CONFLUENCE 

OF S AVA AND DANUBE 



Contemporary Belgrade lies on the foundations of two 
former Roman towns, Singidunum and Taurunum. The 
positions of Belgrade and Zemun, at the confluence of 
Sava and Danube, determined their fate to be similar in this period of 
history as well. 

- 

In addition to Singidunum, Taurunum or contemporary Zemun was 
also part of the Roman Empire. When the Romans first conquered 
the area of lower Danube in the 1 st century AD, Taurunum was 
founded among a number of other military encampments, in time 
turning into the centre of the Roman Pannonian fleet. 

Researchers conducting detailed investigations on the rise and 
development of the fleet of the Roman Empire agree that the 
Pannonian fleet arose during the rule of Emperor Vespasian 
(69-79 AD). Confirmation that the main harbor of the fleet in 
Lower Pannonia was Taurunum can be found on Roman road maps, 
epigraphic monuments mentioning the names of persons belonging 



to this military formation, as well as the bricks carrying the stamp 
of the fleet's brick factory. Likewise, the capital work of Ammianus 

Marcellinus - Res Gestae, confirms the presence of the fleet and its 
involvement in military operations in the 4th century. 
The significance of this harbor is also confirmed by the presence 
of the Confluentes customs station at the confluence of Sava 
and Danube, merely three Roman miles away from Taurunum 
(approximately 4.5 km). 

It is presumed that the legion Nil Flavia Felix buift the bridge across 
Sava, connecting Singidunum and Taurunum, carrying one of the 
most important Roman roads, connecting the forts and settlements 
along the Danube limes or border. 



n the division of the Roman Empire, Taurunum became part of the 
Western Roman Empire, while a later correction returned it to the 
Eastern - Byzantine - Empire. 







Upper portion of a stele with lions and the head of Serapis, Taurunum, necropolis, 2nd century, Roman Hall 
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ROMAN EMPEROR FLAVIUS IOVIANUS ~ 

OUR FELLOW CITIZEN 



The only Roman ruler to be born in Singidunum was 
called Flavius lovianus. Jovian was born around 330 
AD, the son of Flavius Varronianus, commander of the 
imperial bodyguards of Emperor Constantius II, headquartered in 
Singidunum. 

The son took to his father's footsteps and at the age of thirty attained 
the same position under Emperor Julian. He was married to the 
daughter of the high ranking military official Lucianusfrom Sirmium. 

Ammianus Marcellinus, a chronicler and the emperor's contemporary 
wrote of the emperor: "He was so tall and big that no regal clothes 
could be found to match him. His expression was jolly, his eyes grey. 




Of modest education and good demeanour, lovianus was also a 
glutton and enjoyed wine and women," 

During his brief rule (June 363 - February 364) Jovian proclaimed 
the official return of the state to Christianity, but kept to a policy of 
tolerance towards pagans. Coins minted during his rule show both 
Christian and certain pagan symbols. 

Jovian died in Dadastana in Asia Minor, under unresolved 
circumstances, but is presumed to have been poisoned. He was 
thirty-two years old and was buried at the Church of the Holy 
Apostles in Constantinople. 




Coins with the face of Emperor Jovian 
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THE END OF 
ROMAN SINGIDUNUM 




All finds indicate that Singidunum was at its greatest and 
most powerfuf during the 2nd and 3rd century. Visits by the 
emperors Septimius Severus in 202, Diocletian in 295 and 
Constantius in 349 also speak of the significance of Singidunum. 

During the invasion of the Goths Singidunum underwent great 
devastation, while during the decline in power of the Roman Empire 
and the division of the Roman Empire into the East and West in 395 
Singidunum became part of the Eastern - Byzantine Empire. Though 
it was located at the forefront of barbarian attacks from the north, 
Singidon, as Belgrade was called under Byzantium, kept its position of 
the military, administrative and trade centre in the north of the Empire. 

The incursion of the Huns in 441, let by Attila, and the destruction 
and burning of the city represents the end of the antique, Roman 
Singidunum. 



In the centuries to follow, numerous conquerors took their turns, with 
the Slavs settling around the former antique city in the early decades of 
the 7th century, changing its name to Belgrade. j 

Considerable remains of the Roman Singidunum can be found under 
the modern city infrastructure. The entire area of the Kalemegdan Park 
remains for future research, along with the slopes towards the Sava 
River, since many experts believe that this is where the oldest layer of 
Belgrade can be found. A number of buildings from early 2nd to late 
4th century lay beneath the park, awaiting archaeological excavations 
and being displayed to the public as part of the historical complex of the 
Belgrade Fortress. 
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"Nikola Tesla" Airport 

© 2097 828 (9-22h)@ 

Knez Mihailova 6 

©3281 859 (9-21 h, Sundays 10-15h) © 

Main Railway Station 

© 3612 732 (Monday-Friday 8-20h, weekends 
8-16h)(g) 

Sava Passenger Dock, Karadordeva 

© 3288 246 (March 1 5th -November 1 5th, 

8-19h) 

TOS Tourist Information Centre 

Cika gubina 8/l f © 6557 127 
www.serbia-tourisrn.org 

Zemun Tourist Centre 

ZmajJovina14,©2l92094 

Tourist Guides Association of Serbia 

Decanska 8, © 3230 566, 064 9621 330 
www.vodicisr.org.rs, guides.serbia@gmail.com 

Avala Mountain 

(Tuesday-Friday 10-16:30h, weekends 10-18h, 

closed on Mondays) 



Access for disabled people 
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